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W. J. Burley

KIDS TODAY Magazine

1987 Wycliffe & Scapegoat Rd.

Baltimore, MD 21250

B. Keller Publishers, Ltd.

P.O. Box 180

Bowie, MD 20720

February 5

Dear Ms. Keller,


I have reviewed your book and have the following comments/suggestions:

· Hire an artist to do the illustrations. These look stupid.

· This book is too violent. 

· It was too difficult to follow. There is too much text. I don’t even recognize half of the languages Havelock wrote in.

· What about other wordplay with the word poke? For instance:

· Sport (chiefly Baseball). A hit; (also) a ball that has been hit.

· Cricket. A stroke made by jabbing or poking at the ball rather than by swinging the bat.

· A beggar’s bundle. Now regional exc. In pig in a poke.

· a. The funnel-shaped opening of a fish-trap. (Et ou la gurget ne troue quiche, in the poke but tundre).

· A long full sleeve. Cf. poke sleeve n. at Compounds. Now hist. (Bowe ben preestes pokes so wyde That men must enlarge the vestement).

· More fully Bavarian poke. A goiter. Obs. (“We saw.. many men and women with large swellings under their chins..called..by some in English, Bavarian Pokes.)

· 6. N. Amer. Chiefly Whaling. A bag or bladder filled with air, used as a buoy or float.

· poke-cheeked adj. Obs. Rare. Having baggy cheeks (A long soft *poke-cheeked face, with busy anxious black eyes).

· poke-braik: a plaid, a wearer of plaid.

· poke-hooked adj. (of a fish) caught with a hook that has been taken into the stomach.

· a. To hold one’s head thrust forward, esp. when walking; to have a stoop. Also trans. In to poke one’s head (or neck).
· a. To jab or push (a person) with one’s hand or finger, the point of a stick, etc. esp. so as to induce action or movement.

· 3. trans. Fig. To stir up; to incite, goad, irritate. Also occas. intr.
· b. To potter about; to move or work in a desultory, ineffective, or dawdling way.

· The cover and title page are boring. 

· If you’re going to publish a book this violent, you might as well have pop-up pages to poke children in the eye, or slap a bunch of barbed wire around the book. 

· Since Havelock is clearly interested in the idea of confinement, why not wrap a large chain and padlock around the book? This would warn parents that the book is not for children alone.

· Did the author misspell his first name on the cover, or was that a misprint? 

· The ending of the book is too dark. What is the moral here? How will there be other adventures in the Poke series, if he is trapped in jail?

Unfortunately, our editorial board does not feel that this book is suitable for children, and we cannot consider it for review, from an ethical standpoint. I hope that my suggestions were helpful.
Sincerely,

W. J. Burley

Editor-in-Chief

KIDS TODAY Magazine
