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January 5

Dear W. J. Burley,


I am writing to introduce you to the next phase of children’s literacy. Included is a copy of Laud Havelock’s book, Poke the Pony Goes to Canada. As the first installment in the Poke the Pony series, Mr. Havelock encourages children to appreciate their lives by showing them how miserable they could be. Disease, death, heartache, and imprisonment – Poke experiences it all, and by reading, children take the journey with him.


Sure, mothers around the world come in from time to time to have a good old poke round their children’s books, but imagine if children were left to learn life’s lessons on their own, through the Poke the Pony books.  

If that wasn’t enough, we have a line of promotional products to go along with the series:

· POKE SALAD – famous for this sort of business. Horse-shaped cereal with prizes in every box! Will your child pull out “poke milkweed – a milkweed,, Asclepias exaltata, thought to resemble pokeweed,” or “c. trans. To poke (one’s) fun (at): to tease, ridicule, make fun of, esp. in a sly or indirect manner”? There are over 1877 different prizes! (slogan: “Longfellow and a great many other fellows used to cry for it when they were babies.”)

· 4. Computing, (frequently in form of POKE: the memory game—a statement or function in BASIC skills for altering the contents of a specified memory location to a specified value.) This BASIC Primer will teach children how to PEEK and POKE (EXAM and FILL in some BASICS), by allowing direct control over individual memory locations. Flip the cards over to memorize uses of the word poke, then try to match them up!
· POKE-OUT – Take a parcel of food given to a tramp, etc.; a lunch; (c) (U.S. slang) a cookout; an outdoor trip including this with your children, with the POKE-OUT kit. “I could ‘throw my feet’ with the next one when it came to ‘slamming a gate’ for a ‘poke-out’ or a ‘set-down’ – a satisfied parent.

After several days poking about not too far from publication, we would love to hear any suggestions or comments you may have. Please POKE us back.

  Sincerely,










Brandy Keller









      President and Founder
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